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Meanwhile the advantages offered by the establishment
of an indigenous coll on-spinning and weaving industry had
attracted notice in other parts of the Bombay Presidency.
In 1851, a well-known merchant of Bombay, Mr. Kavasji
Nanabhai Davar, projected a similar scheme to that of
Ranchhodlal and eventually opened the first spinning and
weaving mill in Bombay in 1854. Mr. Landon, to whom
reference is made above, built a spinning mill at Broach
about the same date, while four years later, in 1858, Manekji
Nasarvanji Petit opened a second textile mill in Bombay
island. The example of these pioneers encouraged Ranch-
hodlal to persevere with his own projects, and eventually
in i85Q he succeeded in establishing the first mill in
Ahmadabad, the company which owned it being known
as the Alnnadabad Spinning and Weaving Company Limited.
The capital involved amounted in the first instance to one
lakh of rupees, divided into twenty shares of Rs. 5000 each,
and the mill contained at first 2,500 spindles only and no
looms. Much delay occurred between the foundation of
the mill in 1859 an<i ^s actual opening in 1861. The Suez
Canal bad not at that date been opened and all vessels from
England had to sail to India via 1hc Cape ; the ship which
was bringing out the machinery for the new mill caught
fire and was lost at sea. The machinery, which had been
ordered in England through the late Mr. Daclabhai Naoroji,
was however fully insured and with the sum so realised
fresh machinery was purchased. In the meanwhile the
English engineer, Mr. C Ball, who had been specially
engaged for the mill and had reached India some little
time previously, died before the arrival of the new plant.
When it eventually did reach India, it was decided to land
it at Cambay, owing to the complete absence of railway
communication between Bombay and Ahmadabad, To
Cambay therefore Ranehhodlal himself proceeded and
there spent four months watching the machinery being
unloaded and packed on to country bullock-carts. Further
delay occurred after the machinery had been delivered in